
Bilateral Relationship Between 
The Anglican Church of Mexico and The Episcopal Church 

Historical background 
As a result of the concerns and work of a group of priests with renewal ideas and 
with the desire to spread the Christian faith from new perspectives, “The Church of 
Jesus” was formed in Mexico, which later came into contact with PECUSA in 1875 , 
where it was received as a part of the IX province as the Mexican Episcopal Church, 
thus initiating a stage of growth as a missionary district that would later give rise to 
3 dioceses (North, West, and Central and Southern Mexico), already with the 
visionary idea of forming a Province of the Anglican Communion. While the Mexican 
bishops worked on this idea, the Constitutional Reform to article 130 allowed that, 
in February 1993, the Mexican Episcopal Church could be constituted as a Religious 
Association obtaining the registration as Anglican Church of Mexico. 

After a sustained growth of the mission, the Diocese of Central and Southern Mexico 
gave rise to two others: Cuernavaca and Southeast, so having 5 dioceses in the 
country, which covered another requirement to obtain autonomy. 

It was in the 71st General Convention of The Episcopal Church (1994) where it was 
approved to grant autonomy to the Mexican Episcopal Church, in order to form a 
new province in the Anglican Communion. As part of this resolution, The Episcopal 
Church proposed the drawing up of an agreement for 25 years with the purpose of 
coming along with our Church through strategies, programs and financial 
assistance. The Agreement came into effect on January 1, 1995, with Bishop Edmond 
L. Browning as Primate of The Episcopal Church and Bishop José G. Saucedo as Main
Bishop of the Anglican Church of Mexico.

In our walking as an Autonomous Province, we have faced different challenges; lived 
enriching experiences and responded to our mission with actions such as the 
following: 

 The demands of the challenges have produced in the Anglican Church
of Mexico (IAM for its acronym in Spanish) a maturity in the faith and
a greater sense of responsibility and commitment.

 In the search for new strategies and as part of the Anglican
Communion we have established relationships of fellowship with the
Diocese in TEC, with which the exchange has been very strengthening.

 We have had to look more inward and develop our own programs for
the learning and continuing education of the clergy and the training of
lay leaders.

 As a result of sharing experiences with other dioceses regarding
strategic planning, we are committed to the development of economic
sustainability projects.

 At the IAM we have established our own program of the United
Thanks Offering and continue to contribute to the UTO of The
Episcopal Church



 Another of the significant achievements has been the acceptance of
the ordination of women, an acceptance that enjoys greater
recognition and approval in our Church.

Following the example of The Episcopal Church and other provinces, but above all, 
the example of Our Lord Jesus Christ, we have placed special interest in the Social 
Pastoral, attending to different vulnerable groups with the intention of making them 
feel the love of Christ as a way of evangelization. 

Preamble 
Accepting the command of Our Lord Jesus Christ to establish the Kingdom of God 
here on earth and despite the political difficulties that Mexico and the United States 
are going through. We believe that the Anglican Church of Mexico (IAM) and The 
Episcopal Church (TEC) are called to share a ministry of prayer and collaboration 
through the gifts and talents we have to help us in mutual growth where we reflect 
the kingdom with our actions of justice, peace and love through service, education 
and the expansion of ministry. 

Resolutions 
 Maintain and increase the relationships of fellowship at the level of dioceses,

congregations and programs that allow mutual learning, strengthening of
fellowship, and the growth and development of the Church.

 Support collaboration and exchange of resources and expertise in ministerial
aspects related to:

 Pensions for the Clergy
 Financial reorganization and sustainability
 Theological Education
 Access to materials from the Hispanic / Latino Ministry of

TEC and IAM
 United Thanks Offering (UTO)
 Missionaries Exchange

 We resolve to remain in prayer, for each other, as a testimony of brotherhood in
Christ.

Structure 
The IAM and TEC will have a bilateral relationship with two priorities: (1) 

mutual ministry, shared collaboration, Christian relationship and Christian 
communion and (2) focus on sustainability and projects that promote self-reliance. 
With these two priorities in mind, a bilateral committee between TEC and the IAM 
will have the following structure: 

 10 people from the IAM, 2 people from each diocese;



 6 people from TEC, elected by the Primate and President of the Chamber of
Deputies or a committee of the Executive Council related to supporting relations
within the Anglican Communion;

 Each member serves a term of 6 years;
 The bilateral committee will meet at least once in the triennium;
 The meetings will focus on developing relationships between the two churches

for shared collaboration and Christian communion and projects that support
sustainability through the five dioceses of Mexico;

Effectiveness 
This bilateral relationship will take effect on January 1, 2020 and will 

continue for a period of six years after being approved by the Executive Council of 
the Anglican Church of Mexico and the Executive Council of The Episcopal Church, 
date on which it may be reviewed. and/or reconsidered 

Proposed by the Mexico Convention Committee on _________________ (date). 

(All names of the current agreement committee here) … 

Date of action of the Anglican Church of Mexico _____________ (date). 

Date of action of The Episcopal Church________________ (date). 

Signed on ______ (date) of ____________ (year), in _____________ (place). 

________________      ___________________ 
Bishop and Primate Bishop and Primate 
Episcopal Church  Anglican Church of México 


